(A TRIBUTE TO MAHATMA GANDHI ON HIS
152"° BIRTH DAY)

Gandhi — An Embodiment of Infinite Spiritual Strength

— Dr.sohan Lal Gandhi

| consider Gandhi one of the greatest personalities who descended to
this planet from time to time and radiated infinite moral courage and
strength that helped mankind to rid itself of the gloom and moral filth in
which it was mired. All great persons have one thing in common i.e.
extraordinary quality of leadership. Gandhi’s mark of greatness lay in his
indefatigable moral courage and indomitable will. There is a well-known
saying that some people are born great, some become great by dint of hard
work and some have greatness thrust upon them. | place Gandhi in the
second category. He was born as an ordinary person, a mediocre in studies
and he faced all the odds and adversities which ordinary persons encounter
in their journey of life and yet he rose to a position that even the most
popular and successful persons of the world would envy. All his life he
worked hard to perfect his spiritual qualities and the state of perfection he
attained sometimes eludes even great yogis and recluses who spend years in
meditation and solitary confinement but are unable to realize the self. The
following lines from the introduction to Gandhi’s autobiography The Story
of My Experiments with Truth, lend support to my conviction.

‘What I have been striving to achieve these thirty years is self-
realization, to see God face to face. All that | do by way of speaking and
writing and all my ventures in the political field are directed to this same

end.’



Perhaps he was the only politician who strove to combine both
politics and spirituality. As a politician his chief objective was social reform.
His struggle for social reform turned into the struggle for independence. He
regarded truth as God and was of the view that truth alone paves the way for
man’s self-realization. He was never afraid of the adverse consequences
one’s strict adherence to truth is likely to generate. abhaya was his real
strength. At one place in his autobiography George Bernard Shaw, the most
celebrated and eminent British litterateur of the twentieth century wrote, ‘all
autobiographies are lies.” He asserts that ninety nine percent of the events in
the life of an individual are the same as those of others and only one percent
of them might be different but most of the people who write their
autobiographies desist from revealing these details which may tarnish their
image. Gandhi’s autobiography as the title itself makes it clear stands apart.
Gandhi makes no secret of his weaknesses and narrates every thing good or
bad as it happened irrespective of its repercussions. His dharma was marked
by truth and nonviolence. dharma to him was not a sect but righteousness or
uprightness or morality in conduct. To say anything against the caste system
or untouchability which was an integral part of our social system then and
now and to which all stuck steadfastly required Himalayan courage. Gandhi
denounced casteism and untouchability in unambiguous words and said they
were a stigma for Hinduism. He faced the uproar and fury of the Hindu
fanatics boldly and educated the masses against such superstitions. On the
one hand he fought the mighty Britishers without arms, on the other hand he
had to crusade against social evils such as untouchability and high or low
status in society on the basis of a person’s birth in a particular caste. His
crusade was a crusade against violation of human rights. His dharma was

embedded in morality.



Before the advent of Gandhi on the political scene of India
nonviolence was discussed by the Jains or scholars of the Gita. It was a
personal ethic but Gandhi lent a new dimension to the concept of ahimsa and
he was instrumental in bringing it out of the confines of upasaras or places
of discourses. He used ahimsa as a nonviolent political weapon to gain
independence. He writes in detail in his autobiography how a Jain spiritual
leader called Shrimad Rajchandra influenced his life deeply. On many
occasions, he writes, “Raychandbhai was my guide and helper. Three
moderns have left a deep impress on my life, and captivated me :
Raychandbhai by his living contact, Tolstoy by his book ‘The Kingdom of
God 1s Within You’, and Ruskin by his Unto this Last.” I believe that it was
Raychandbhai who guided him as regards the subtleties of the principle of
ahimsa. His ahimsa was an ethic which sublimates human state and creates a
sense of fearlessness in its practiser. It is not a submission to cowardice but
as a matter of fact it is an act of bravery. What surprises us all is that in an
age when the means of communication were so slow, he could electrify the
nation with the power of his moral strength. His use of postcards to
communicate with the people in India was in fact the most effective
marketing strategy.

His Dandi March was a device to galvanize the nation. When we
analyze the historic march we wonder what led the Mahatma to organize a
mass protest against a relatively insignificant issue of salt law since it could
be opposed by mere statements. But hidden behind it was something more
than meets the eye. Gandhi was a great psychologist and he had an indepth
study of the Indian psyche. He knew that the salt was used by the rich and
poor alike and it was the best way to rouse the people’s consciousness

against the British presence in India. Gandhi’s Satyagraha is an innovative



practice of ahimsa which he used dexterously to fight the British empire. He
was no ordinary light.

[ sum up my article by reproducing a paragraph from Nehru’s
broadcast speech at the passing away of this great soul!

“The light has gone out,” Prime Minister Nehru continued in
his broadcast to the Indian nation shortly after Gandhi’s death, “and
yet | was wrong. For the light that shone in this country was no
ordinary light. The light that has illumined this country for these many
years will illumine this country for many more years, and a thousand
years later that light will still be seen in this country, and the world
will see it and it will give solace to innumerable hearts. For that light
represented the living truth, and the eternal man was with us with his
eternal truth, reminding us of the right path, drawing us from error,
taking this ancient country to freedom.”

Although Gandhi’s commitment to morality in public life was
total and his belief that a lasting peace could be achieved only by
ahimsa was irrevocable, sometimes violence broke out. His fellow
politicians too were impatient with him. Some wanted tougher actions
and immediate results. It took him many years to prove the
effectiveness of satyagraha through the breaking of the salt laws. But
the communal violence that followed independence showed that the

people of India had not really learnt the lesson in nonviolence.



